
The Nowhere Box by Sam Zuppardi
Book synopsis:  George’s two younger siblings are real 
pests and moving his toys around. He decides he’s going 
away to Nowhere. His journey is fulfilling but something 
is missing.

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• Reading the story with the whole group (teacher is reading a physical copy of 
the book with the group, rather than having them listen to the story on video).

• Asking the children questions about the book to keep them engaged and to 
take the message of the story one-step further (having a bookmark with pre-
planned questions can be useful).

•  Using props (e.g. a large cardboard box or big pieces of cardboard to be 
assembled) can help increase the children’s interest in the story.

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting

• Re-reading the same story with a small-group of selected children at Tier 2.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to each child at Tier 2 

to read with their parents at home (book to be lent on rotation).
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/PC3UB3oz02M?si=aHuZXbkqxkop-Uyf 

Tier 3 individualized practices  – for few children on a one-to-one basis

• Re-reading the same story with a child at Tier 3 on a one-to-one basis.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to the child at Tier 3 to 

read with his/her parents at home.
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/PC3UB3oz02M?si=aHuZXbkqxkop-Uyf 

CEBM K4-K5 Teacher Toolkit on Emotional and Social Development 

Themes covered:
• Expressing and 

Releasing Emotion

Time of the year:
• January

Secondary books linked:
• Giraffes Can’t Dance (EHDAA collection)
• I Can Dance series (EHDAA collection)
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CREATING YOUR OWN NOWHERE BOX

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group
• This activity can be done on a large or small scale. It is more impressive to get a large box (or 

a few!) that was used for appliances. It is possible to reach out to stores that sell appliances 
to have access to such boxes. 

• This could be a project for the whole group, or if there are a few boxes, the children can be 
divided up into clusters to create their “themed” Nowhere Box.

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting
• This activity could be done in the classroom. However, it would be equally, if not more, 

beneficial for the children at Tier 2 to create their project in an alternate location (e.g. 
Nurturing Support Centre, Technician’s room, etc.)

• Children at Tier 2 will thoroughly enjoy this type of hands-on, creative, and physical activity. 
Having a large box or pieces of cardboard would be helpful. 

• Providing time, space, and support, as well as extra time during different intervals, will 
enable the children to use their imagination and creativity to their fullest potential for this 
project. 

• It will also be an incredible opportunity for the children to share materials and ask for help 
when they need more than two hands!

Materials needed: Provide the children with a variety of tools with which to make 
their creations:
1. Makedo: www.make.do – cardboard construction tools that are safe for young children to 
use. There will be plenty of hands-on learning, trial and error, and discovery. The website has 
an educational section with lesson plans and ideas to help you and your group get started.
2. Octa-clip: https://www.carrmclean.ca/si-manufacturing-stem-steam-octa-clips-connector 
– they are eight-way connectors for all your cardboard and Coroplast constructions.
3. Construction paper, different kinds of tape, glue, scissors, and cardboard, lots of it!
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Tier 3 individualized practices – for few children on a one-to-one basis
• Children at Tier 3 will enjoy and benefit from this activity, especially if they can make their 

own Nowhere Box (which they can take home once the project is finished or is no longer 
being used at school). 

• Depending on the child at Tier 3, a friend could be invited to join in the creation as a co-
builder or assistant. They may or may not want to have an assistant. In that case, the adult 
can assist when extra hands are needed. 

• A key feature of this activity is letting the child lead the creation and decision-making 
process. 
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Adaptations for special needs:

• Some children with special needs will require additional help from adults            
given their fine motor abilities.

Special attentions for K4:

• Young children may be filled with ideas of WHAT they would like to build, make and 
create, however they may struggle with HOW to make that happen. Inviting cycle 3 
students to be helper will definitely be an asset. It will be enjoyed by all as long as 
the ‘helpers’ don’t dominate the ideas of what is being created.

Special attentions for Tier 3

• Children at Tier 3 are often possessive of their constructions, especially when they 
are ‘in progress.’  It may be helpful to have a sign  ‘Under Construction’ and for 
materials being used to be kept in safekeeping to help reduce frustration and 
upsets.  The child will then know that their ‘tools’ will be there when they come to 
work on their construction again.
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PARENT COMPONENT

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• Encouraging the parents to complete this activity at home, which will provide further 
repetition and transfer information to the home environment. 

• By creating a comfortable, safe space at home with the parents, this helps to prime 
a deepening of attachments, a sense of safety and a sense of belonging. 

• This also provides a context where emotions can be expressed in close proximity 
from child to parent.

• If possible, suggesting to parents that they leave the fort assembled for a period.

* It is suggested for the teacher to model the use of this tool to the parents, for them to 
know how to best put it into action when at home.

HOME FORT BUILDING GAME

INDOOR / OUTDOOR ACTIVITY
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https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/77762/indoor-forts-for-kids/ 
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