
The Wish Tree by Kyo Maclear
Book synopsis: Charles wants to find a wish tree. His 
brother and sister don’t believe there is such a thing, 
but his trusty companion Boggan is ready to join 
Charles on a journey to find out. Along the way, they 
discover that wishes can come true in the most 
unexpected ways. 

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• Reading the story with the whole group (teacher is reading a physical copy of 
the book with the group, rather than having them listen to the story on video).

• Asking the children questions about the book to keep them engaged and to 
take the message of the story one-step further.

•  Using props (e.g. a large tree branch upon which your children’s wishes will be 
added) 

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting

• Re-reading the same story with a small-group of selected children at Tier 2.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to each child at Tier 2 

to read with their parents at home (book to be lent on rotation).
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/XiTfx5s1oK4?si=ADYXBZhOTgNm8t73 

Tier 3 individualized practices  – for few children on a one-to-one basis

• Re-reading the same story with a child at Tier 3 on a one-to-one basis.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to the child at Tier 3 to 

read with his/her parents at home.
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/XiTfx5s1oK4?si=ADYXBZhOTgNm8t73 

CEBM K4-K5 Teacher Toolkit on Emotional and Social Development 

Themes covered:
• Caring, kindness, helping

Time of the year:
• December

Secondary books linked:
• The Lion and The Bird (EHDAA collection)
• The Helping Rock
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1This toolkit was developed by Martine Demers and Catherine Korah (CEBM), 
and Lucie Brisebois (RSB) with the collaboration of K4-K5 teachers
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https://youtu.be/XiTfx5s1oK4?si=ADYXBZhOTgNm8t73
https://youtu.be/XiTfx5s1oK4?si=ADYXBZhOTgNm8t73


MAKING YOUR OWN QUESTIONS FOR STORYTIME
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CREATING A WISHING TREE / IDENTIFYING WISHES

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group
• Create YOUR class Wishing Tree – designing a wish tree with either a branch (e.g. 

one that is long and large and can be secured in an upright position - making sure 
it’s safe) or by cutting it out of a large and thick piece of cardboard. Another option 
could be to bring an artificial tree that can be decorated. The children will enjoy 
designing and decorating the Wishing Tree.

• Identifying wishes – inviting the whole group to discuss and identify each child’s 
wish. There are various ways the ‘wishes’ can be documented; be creative! For 
example, taking a photo of a child with their wish written below it or using a 
seasonal cut out, such as a snowflake, on which the child can write their wish. This 
activity can be done throughout the year, and the wishes reviewed every few 
months. It will be interesting to see if their wishes have come true! New wishes can 
be set - small and/or big ones!

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting
• A small group (2 or 3) of selected children at Tier 2 will benefit from an intimate 

setting in which to discuss, identify, name, and decide how to express their wishes. 
• The key is for each child to have their own wishes and not imitate those of others. 

Small wishes and desires may be more realistic and attainable.

Tier 3 individualized practices – for few children on a one-to-one basis
• A child at Tier 3 will benefit from additional discussion to help them identify, name, 

and decide how to express their wish. 
• The key is for each child to have their own wish and not mimic those of others. Small 

wishes and desires may be more realistic and attainable. 

Materials needed
• Long tree branch, artificial tree, creating your own ‘tree’
• Seasonal cut outs upon which to write wishes or other shapes/symbols as desired
• String or ribbon to hang the wishes
• Scissors

INDOOR ACTIVITY
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Adaptations for special needs:

• The concept of a ‘wish’ may be too vague for some children with special            
needs. This can be adapted to say, ‘what would you like to learn? What do you want 
to get better at doing?’

• Some children will require additional help from adults given their fine motor 
abilities.

Special attentions for K4:

• The concept of a ‘wish’ may be too vague for some 4-year-olds. This can be adapted 
to say, ‘what would you like to learn? What do you want to get better at doing?’

• Having the children draw what they are wishing or yearning for and then have the 
adult write what it is in the back because over time the children may not ’recognize’ 
what they drew and will not necessarily remember what they had intended.

Special attentions for Tier 3

• Encouraging something that is attainable, you may want to break a ‘big’ objective 
into micro-steps in order for it to be realistic. This way small achievements can be 
motivating and encouraging. Otherwise, this can be frustrating, discouraging and 
become meaningless to the child. 

• Children at Tier 3 benefit from having things simple and concrete.

INDOOR ACTIVITY
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