
The Smile by Marie Voigt
Book synopsis: A smile is a beautiful gift, from one 
face to another. This is a story of one smile’s journey, 
and the joy it brings. 

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• Reading the story with the whole group (teacher is reading a physical copy of 
the book with the group, rather than having them listen to the story on video).

• Asking the children questions about the book to keep them engaged and to 
take the message of the story one-step further.

•  Using props (e.g. photos of people enjoying themselves) can help increase the 
children’s interest in the story.

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting

• Re-reading the same story with a small-group of selected children at Tier 2.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to each child at Tier 2 

to read with their parents at home (book to be lent on rotation).
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/W1QMf2Kw5oE?si=hfCYHS8OLbGik6fg 

Tier 3 individualized practices  – for few children on a one-to-one basis

• Re-reading the same story with a child at Tier 3 on a one-to-one basis.
• Owning a second copy of the book, which could be lent to the child at Tier 3 to 

read with his/her parents at home.
• Video link to read aloud version for parents: 

https://youtu.be/W1QMf2Kw5oE?si=hfCYHS8OLbGik6fg 

CEBM K4-K5 Teacher Toolkit on Emotional and Social Development 

Themes covered:
• Caring, kindness, helping

Time of the year:
• September

Secondary books linked:
• Our Class is a Family (EHDAA collection)
• A Letter From Your Teacher on Your First Day of School
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and Lucie Brisebois (RSB) with the collaboration of K4-K5 teachers

ES = social development = emotional development EHDAA = special needs
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MAKING YOUR OWN QUESTIONS FOR STORYTIME
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WHO DOES THAT SMILE BELONG TO?

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• Creating a ‘Smile Photo Album’ with all the children in the group. 
• Taking 2 photos of each child: #1 of their entire face, #2 from the nose down. 
• Arranging the partial photos in a ‘Smile Photo Album’ (keeping the full portrait on the 

back of each photo) and asking the children, “Who do you think this smile belongs 
to?” 

• The children will enjoy viewing, guessing, and getting to know each other’s names at 
the beginning of the school year.

Tier 2 targeted practices – for some children in a small-group setting
• Once the album has been created, inviting the small group of selected children at 

Tier 2 to review the book to help them familiarize themselves with the names of the 
other children in their group. 

• This will aid them get to know each other’s names and to build connections. It will 
also help them to identify personal facial traits of each child.

Tier 3 individualized practices – for few children on a one-to-one basis

• Once the album has been created, asking the child at Tier 3 to review the book to 
learn the names of the other children in their group. 

• This will help them get to know each other’s names and to build connections. It will 
also help them to identify personal facial traits of each child. 

Materials needed

• Digital camera or cell phone
• Printer to print photos to create the Smile Photo Album
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Adaptations for special needs:

•  May need to simplify the activity by limiting the number of smiles shown at once.

Special attentions for K4:

• With 4-year-olds, this activity may be best done in small groups in order for them to 
have the support they need.

• May need to simplify the activity by limiting the number of smiles shown at once.

Special attentions for Tier 3

•  May need to simplify the activity by limiting the number of smiles shown at once.
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Adaptations for special needs:

• Children with special needs are often leery of new situations and new               
people, introducing yourself and for a ‘known’ person to introduce new people will 
be a great help in trying to help them feel safe and secure at school. They may not 
easily remember your name, but they

• A one-page Adult Smile Photo Album could be secured on their desk for easy 
reference.

Special attentions for K4:

• Entering Kindergarten at the age of 4 can be overwhelming. All ways to help the 
children get to know the adults who are there to care for them will go a long way in 
helping them feel safe and secure at school. 

• Greeting each child by name and gently reminding them of your name is also a great 
way to build safe connections.

• A one-page Adult Smile Photo Album could be sent home for parents to get to know 
the team – insert full photos!

Special attentions for Tier 3

• Children at Tier 3 are often leery of new situations and new people, introducing 
yourself and for a ‘known’ person to introduce new people will be a great help in 
trying to help them feel safe and secure at school. They may not easily remember 
your name, but they will easily remember your smile, your tone and how you 
approach them.

• A one-page Adult Smile Photo Album could be sent home for parents to get to know 
the team – insert full photos!

Tier 1 universal practices – for the whole group

• A second book could be made about the adults who work with and support the children 
in the class group. This would help the children familiarize themselves with the adults 
and their names. 

• It is suggested to carry this out at the beginning of the school year to help children 
transition to school and feel comfortable/safe with the team of adults coming into their 
space. 

WHO DOES THAT SMILE BELONG TO? (adult version)
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